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SACYN 2015 will be held at the Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
New Delhi, India, from 16th to 20th October 2015 on the 
theme 'Spirituality and Integrity in Youth Leadership'. 
SACYN 2015 is proposed to be a reflective-planning 
gathering. As the three years of training module was 
completed in 2014, SACYN 2015 will focus on a reflection 
on the journey of SACYN for the past 12 years, as well as 
look forward and 
plan for the future 
i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f 
those reflections. 
T h e  r e fl e c t i v e -
planning sessions 
w i l l  b e 
c o m p l e m e n t e d 
w i t h  s e r i o u s 
i n t e r a c t i v e 
s e s s i o n s  o n 
C h r i s t i a n 
L e a d e r s h i p , 
f a c i l i t a t e d  b y 
senior church and 
mission leaders.
The Gandhi Peace 
Foundation has 
adequate facilities 
for the meetings 
a n d 
accommodation. The local hosts of the gathering will be 
the India Peace Centre (IPC), New Delhi. IPC is an 
autonomous body of the National Council of Churches in 
India.
The purpose of this year's meeting is conceptualised to be 
threefold:
1.       Review and evaluation of the past 12 years of SACYN
2.       Strategic Planning for the coming six years and 
detailed planning for SACYN 2016 & 2017 
3.       Learning on Christian leadership
The meeting will comprise Bible reflections, sessions 
under the main theme, reflections from countries, sharing 
views on where and how SACYN should go forward, and 

planning sessions. The meeting will also deliberate on 
strategic planning towards achieving self-sufficiency by 
2020. 
The participants will include the key youth leaders from 
the partner churches as well as the youth representatives 
from partners.
SACYN 2015 expects to produce multiple outcomes, 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
f o l l o w i n g :  t o 
i n i t i a t e  l o c a l 
mission initiatives 
by youth groups of 
c h u r c h e s ;  t o 
m o t i v a t e 
individuals to make 
commitments for 
mission services; to 
facilitate exchange 
visits;  to inspire 
transformed values 
a n d  l i f e s t y l e s 
among the young 
leaders; to instil a 
d e e p e r 
understanding and 
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t 
Christian mission of 
p e a c e  a n d 

reconciliation; to develop relationships formed across 
national, regional, ethnic, social and denominational 
barriers and cross-cultural communication; to envision 
and equip the emerging generation of church leaders in 
the region for effective leadership; South Asian Christian 
youth to have connections with church and mission at 
local, regional and global levels; the youths are rightly 
related as well as committed to both the local and broader 
community of which they are part of. Moreover, it will 
provide a space for interacting and understanding various 
challenges faced by Christian youths in the region, and 
also contribute to developing a generation of Christian 
children and youths.
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he disciples of Jesus, his Tclosest aides, were walking 
with him, so closely and intimately 
for at least a couple of years now. 
There were quite a lot of people 
around in the crowd. And yet when 
Jesus asked this question -- Who 
touched me? -- they must have 
been flabbergasted. What a weird 
question, they dared to tell him. 
Yet Jesus looked around and he 
knew the person who touched him 
-- the one whose touch drew 
power off from him -- would be 
somewhere around.
John Keats once said, Touch has a 
memory. You never forget if that 
touch has made a lasting impact in 
your very being. Ian Thomas once 
wrote -- That's what it feels like 
when you touch me. Like millions 
of tiny universes being born and 
then dying in the space between 
your finger and my skin.
The Gospel of Mark 5: 21-43 
juxtaposes two stories of healing, 
one of a 12-year-old daughter of a 
wealthy, well-connected man and 
that of a 12-year-old ailment of an 
unnamed poor suffering woman. I 
would like us to take a look at that 
woman who touched Jesus. A 
touch that made all the difference 
in her life.
Mark tells us some details of the 
woman before the touch.
1. She has been suffering from 
bleeding and it had physical 
i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  e m o t i o n a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  e c o n o m i c 
implications, spiritual implications, 
moral implications and above all 
cultural implications. She could 
not touch any one and no one 
could touch her. The string purity 
pollution framework of social 
behaviour made her much more 
vulnerable than we could think of.
2. She was suffering for 12 years, 
and imagine 12 years existing 
without  being touched and 
without touching. It is easy to say 
keep in touch without touching, 
but a good touch touches your 

soul and is a balm to the mind.
3. She endured much in the hands 
of several physicians. All her 
personal efforts to fix the problem 
ended up nowhere.
4. Had spent all that she had. 
Everything she could do to restore 
the human touch in her life was 
attempted but no cost could 
restore that dignity to her. Touch 
at least with the heart if not with 
the hand she would have pleaded 
but those cries of anguish of her 
heart would have fallen on deaf 
ears.
5. She was no better but grew 
worse.
Mark then goes on to tell us how 
she went about the touch.
1. She heard about Jesus
2. Came up behind him in the 
crowd
3. She touched his cloak
4. She believed that, “if I touch his 
clothes I will be made well”
What happened when she actually 
touched Jesus.
1.  Immediately her bleeding 
stopped
2. She felt in her body that she was 
healed
It was at this point that Jesus knew 
that power had gone out of him 
and he started looking around 
with the question who touched 
m e ?  H o w  c a n  y o u  a s k  t h i s 
question, the disciples asked 
referring to the crowd who were 
pressing.
But the woman, knowing what has 
happened to her, came in fear and 
trembling, fell down before him, 
and told him the whole truth.
Finally, there is the blessing after 
she touched Jesus.
1. Daughter
2. Your faith has made you well
3. Go in peace
4. Be healed of your disease.
This is followed by the story of 
Jesus touching a little damsel and 
healing her but the question I want 
t o  l e a v e  w i t h  y o u  f o r  t h e 
meditation this morning is this:

Have we Touched Jesus………?
Here is a wonderful picture of 
Jesus touching a heart, a life, a soul 
without using his hands.
Like the woman was able to, have 
we touched Jesus?
The fire and the power that was 
embodied in Jesus:
A touch where Jesus knew that 
Divine Power has flowed out from 
him into you;
A touch that transformed your 
hopelessness into hope, omega 
points into alpha points;
A touch that heals you from 
situations of desperation.
Like the unnamed woman, are we 
this morning in a situation of pain 
and agony far too long?
Are we thinking, “my situation is 
deteriorating by the day, my 
health failing, my spirits sinking?”
Yes, our Jesus is walking by.
And we need to touch Him afresh 
this morning.
Not just the touch of the crowd 
wherein there is no inter-play of 
power Divine.
But a touch where Jesus stops and 
asks, “Who Touched Me?” 
Life is like a boxing game. Defeat is 
declared not when you fall down 
but when you refuse to get up.
It is said FEAR could mean two 
t h i n g s :  i t ' s  e i t h e r  F o r g e t 
Everything and Run, or Face 
Everything and Rejoice.
Fear of a bleak future did not stop 
the lady from running to Jesus, 
t o u c h i n g  h i m  a n d  b e i n g 
transformed.
The healing hand of God touches 
our hearts and kisses our soul 
continuously.
If you truly want to believe in God, 
you must touch him, feel him and 
experience the transformation 
that touch can bring to your life.
Who Touched Me?

Can we say, it's Me, O Lord…..

(Homily Preached by Rev. Vinod Victor @           
St. Matthews Ashburton on June 28, 2015)
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Leadership Camp 2014

We had our Leadership camp from the 
6th – 9th of November 2014 in 
Tholangamuwa, under the theme of 
“Unity”, with 51 youths attending the 

camp. The camp was organized for a 
small group of youth leaders to equip 
them in their fields of youth work and to 
strengthen the bond of friendship and 
fellowship. It was a great time of 
togetherness and many were able to 
share and discuss their future plans and 
were also able to gain clarifications on 
issues they faced in their ministry. 

Exposure visit – 2014 (Murunkan - 
Mannar District)

The Executive Committee members of 
the movement embarked on an exposure 
visit to general areas of Murunkan 
located in Mannar District (North West), 
where they had the opportunity to 
obtain first-hand experience on the 
livelihood of fisheries communities and 
issues prevalent to them. We also spent 
time with the village children and had 
quality discussions with the elders. The 
exposure visit was done with the 
assistance provided by the Murunkan 
Methodist priest. The visiting youth 
delegation had the opportunity of 
meeting the Catholic Bishop to Mannar 
at his official residence.

Social Service Project – Naruvilikulam 
fisheries community

In December, the CCYM involved itself in 
a social project and last year handed out 
115 dry ration parcels to a fishing village in 
Mannar (North West) in order to share 
the joy that Christmas brings.  The CCYM 
raised the funds for purchasing the items 
and worked together with the Methodist 
Church in the area. All who participated 
in this initiative had an enriching and 

humbling experience, and stated that 
they were blessed to have been a part of 
it.

Youth Sunday and Flag Week

In January, the CCYM had its annual Flag 
Week & Youth Sunday celebrations on 
the 25th of January to the 1st of February 
2015. It is the CCYM's main fundraising 
event, with the funds received being 
used to organize all the programs for the 

year. This Sunday is special also because 
it gives the youths in their respective 
churches opportunities to take part and 
even lead the service or share God's 
Word. Space is created for them to gain 
experience and be youth role models to 
those around them.

Choir Festival 2015

The Choirs Festival which we had last 
year brought about much fellowship 
among the Youth Fellowships and so we 

decided to organize the event annually. It 
is an event organized to give the youths 
in our churches opportunities to 
showcase their musical talent. We are 
truly blessed as we have a wide diversity 
of youths in our diocese; they come from 
different parts of the country and from 
different cultural backgrounds. While 
they are unique just as God created 

them, the unity and love they share in 
worshiping God is amazing to see and be 
a part of.  Rt. Rev. Dhiloraj Canagasabey 
graced the event as the chief guest and 
shared valuable insights into the beauty 
of the Anglican liturgy and how various 
types of worship styles that can be 
included.

Talent Festival 

A talent Festival “Dunamis” was held on 
the 29th of August at St. Thomas' 
College, Mount Lavinia. Many churches 
participated by performing various acts 
and showcasing their God- given talents. 
It was a successful event.

Visits to Youth Fellowships

Several visits to youth fellowships were 
planned for the year, covering different 
areas of the Diocese. The main intention 
was to strengthen youth fellowships at 
church level and also to give a helping 
hand to churches which needed 
assistance to revive their youth 
fellowships. During these visits we 
shared Bible thoughts, spent time in 

prayer and had time for fellowship as 
well. The Executive Committee visited 13 
youth fellowships and the deanery 
committees visited 30 youth fellowships.

Several other programs, events and 
camps took place during the year 
through the nine deaneries that function 
under the main body of the CCYM. 

These are some of the highlights of the 
deanery programs held during the year: 

Colombo North Deanery held its deanery 
camp from the 30th of May to 2nd June 
2015 with around 82 youths participating 
as the main event, and various other 
programs were organized.

Colombo South Deanery held a retreat 
for its newly appointed committee with 
around 42 youths participating as the 
main event, and various other programs 
were organized.

Galle & Moratuwa Deaneries was the 
combined camp which was held from the 
1st to 4th May 2015 with the participation 
of 73 youths from the Galle deanery and 
98 youths from the Moratuwa deanery 
taking part as the main event, and 
various other programs were organized.

The Eastern Deanery organized a carol 
service for the area with as many as 60 
persons attending.
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The highlights for the many youth programs were organized by the Jaffna, 
Up-Country, Sabaragamuwa and Uva Deaneries.

Next year is our 75th Anniversary and plans and preparations are under way 
for the celebrations. Do keep the Church of Ceylon Youth Movement in your 
prayers as we reach this important milestone.

A massive earthquake measuring 7.8 
Richter magnitude struck Nepal on 25th 
April, claiming the lives of several 
thousands, causing property loss worth 
billions of dollars, and unleashing mental 
and physical health problems. Experts in 
the field had been anticipating earthquake 
in Nepal for decades but besides the 
awareness campaign, the country's 
preparation for the disaster was almost 
zilch. Had the countrymen been a little 
more cautious and prepared, the disaster 
wouldn't have led to a tragic end for many. 
The sudden hit left the country in limbo 
and uncertainty took over in people's lives. 
Just a few minutes earlier, people had 
dreams, hopes and aspirations but the 
earthquake shattered it all in no time. 
Although people were crushed, hurt both 
physically and emotionally, the earthquake 
opened an opportunity in each community. 
It broke the culture of silence that had 
been maintained for so long; it broke the 
rigid status hierarchy although not 
permanently; it revived the sense of 
humanity; it brought forth the people from 
different walks of life together: together 
for good. It was on news that the 
president and his security guard shared a 
tent for several days. 
The fear still prevailed but the Nepalese 
(now described as the "most resilient") 
returned to their daily life a few days after 
the earthquake. The hustle and bustle of 
the streets were felt again from the fourth 
day. No sooner had people come back to 
normalcy than another 6.8 Richter 

earthquake struck the country two weeks 
after the major earthquake. It was at this 
point that most of these resilient people 
broke down, got shattered. The death toll 
and the loss of property rose again, fear 
multiplied but the hopes of the people 
stayed intact because they knew that they 
hadn't been left isolated. It was heart 
wrenching to see the global effort to help 
the already impoverished country.
As the earthquake wiped out almost 
everything in the hard-hit areas, the needs 
of the locals are increasing day by day. The 
rural parts of the country already suffering 
from lack of infrastructure are doubly 
affected. Many local and foreign agencies 
are trying their best to provide temporary 
relief in these areas. One such effort is of 
SACYN. 
Nepal has been partnering with SACYN for 
several years now. In response to the 
emergency, SACYN provided certain funds 
to the Nepali representatives of SACYN-
Nepal which helped reach a rural village in 
one of the worst-hit districts. On 14th June, 
in collaboration with Sundar Dhoka Church 
and Samaritan's purse, SACYN provided 
relief materials including a sack of rice, 
blankets and mats, and health kits to 143 
households of Koshidekha village. The 
relief materials distributed through four 
SACYN representatives brought a smile on 
the faces of the villagers. Out of 
appreciation, some of the villagers who 
had nothing even offered them shelter for 
the night. 

The country, once flooded with media 
from all over the world, is slowly losing 
global attention despite the long-term 
effects caused by the earthquake. The 
country is still in grave need of support to 
rebuild the nation. Some areas in the 
capital are still in rubble; it's unimaginable 
how people in the rural areas -- the hard-hit 
areas -- are managing their daily lives. The 
monsoon season just started and the 
country has already begun reeling from 
another disaster -- floods and landslides. 
Please pray for the people's safety, 
especially in the hills, from these disasters. 
Also, pray for the government, and the 
non-government agencies which have 
collected funds for the relief -- may the 
Lord provide them wisdom to spend it in 
the right area for the right cause.  The 
emotional wounds are still fresh; 
psychosocial and mental health problems 
are seen in many. Pray that the Lord of 
peace may work in their lives so that they 
may find strength to look forward and 
experience His joy, peace and love. Some 
in the country have an understanding that 
the earthquake occurred because their 
gods are angry witnessing the 
multiplication of Christians; others have 
revolted against the Christians for 
preaching the gospel in the name of aid. 
Pray that the persecutors may pursue the 
Truth and come to His Light.

Hope Stays Intact in Devastating Earthquake
Prasansa Subha

In the last week of June and first week of July, CMS UK Asia 
Manager Raj Patel and AsiaCMS South Asia Coordinator 
Stephen Edison travelled to Nepal and Sri Lanka and met 
with SACYN Alumni groups in Kathmandu and Colombo. It 
was a wonderful time of fellowship and reflection on 
SACYN-related initiatives in these countries.
The visit to Nepal was just a few weeks after the massive 
earthquake and aftershocks, which caused great 
devastation and loss of lives in the country. SACYN alumni 
belonging to different churches came together and have 
been part of the response to meet the needs of the people. 
Meeting with them was a great encouragement and a time 

of reflection as to how to have a long-term plan to 
continue to meet the needs of the affected people. Do 
continue to keep them in prayers as they work on a project 
proposal in this regard.
In Sri Lanka it was wonderful to meet a group of SACYN 
alumni who ranged from participants from early years of 
SACYN to those from last year. It was a blessed time of 
fellowship and an informal reflection on SACYN 
experience and the way forward in Sri Lanka. 
Raj and Stephen were encouraged and now look forward 
to SACYN 2015 for a broader network reflection on these 
lines for South Asia.

Great time of fellowship with SACYN Alumni Great time of fellowship with SACYN Alumni Great time of fellowship with SACYN Alumni 

Peshawar DiocesePeshawar DiocesePeshawar Diocese

Peshawar Diocese celebrated Father's day to 
acknowledge the importance of Fathers in the Christian 
family. Also they organized a Youth Cultural Festival; 
which gathered Christian youth to celebrate the local 
culture and time for fellowship during these activities.
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